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tions of self-inflicted penances so fondly courted by Brah-
mins, where immodesty seems to dispute the palm with
cruelty. Buddha openetL the door of his society to all
men without any distinction or exception, implicitly pull-
ing down the barriers raised by the prejudices of caste.
Did he in the beginning of his public career lay down the
plan of destroying all vestiges of caste, and proclaiming
the principle of equality amongst men ? It is, to say the
least, very doubtful. The equalising principle itself was
never distinctly mentioned in his discourses. But he had
sown all the elements constitutive of that principle in his
instructions. Every member put on the religious dress of
his own free choice, and set it aside at his pleasure; no
hereditary right, therefore, could be thought of; the dying
religious could bequeath to his brethren but the example
of his virtues. His complete separation from the world
had broken all the ties of relationship. The double vow
of strict poverty and of celibacy, cutting the root of cupi-
dity and sensual enjoyments, precluded him from aiming
at the influence and power which is conferred by wealth
and rank. With the Brahniinical religious the case is the
very reverse. His sacerdotal caste, exclusive of his per-
sonal merits, confers on him an almost divine sacredness,
which is to be propagated by generation. He may possess
riches and have a numerous posterity. He is, therefore,
almost irresistibly impelled to seize on a power which is
forced on him by the treble influence of birth, religion,
and wealth.

The subject of the comparison between the two societies
of religious might receive further developments, but what
has been briefly stated appears sufficient to bear out the
point it was intended to establish, viz., the close resem-
blance subsisting between the two religious orders in both
systems, and the necessary inference that the order of
Buddhist religious is an improvement on the orders of
religious subsisting in India in the days of Gaudama.

There is another characteristic of the religious order of